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Doug DoRr’s Enchanted Tiki Room 


Alfred Shaheen: 


A Legacy of Wearable Aloha 


FRANKIE’S' 


“Wilk 
ROOM 


LAS VEGAS 


FRANKIESTIKIROOM.COM 


7514 La Jolla Blud., La Jolla, CA 92037 
(858) 456-COVE (2683) 


ART GIFTS BOOKS MUSIC 


Located next to Ohana Cafe just north of Pearl Street 


Featuring arlwonk hy... 
Eosko. Dawn Frasion, Derek Yaniger. 
Doug Hore, Erie Gordon, Gene MeDouald. 
. ie 5 Norm Daniels, Raguan, Rick Rietveld. SHAG 
ss a) ee Tiki Toy, Weadle Konickowsky 


WW W.CULTURECOVEART.COM a abaaine 


BORN OF FIRE 


Visit Freaky Boutiki 
on Facebook 
today 


3742 MISSION BLVD. SAN DIEGO, CA 92109 858-488-4924 
Www. freaKyboutiki.com 


FEATURING : 
Southern Culture on the Skids 
Kime, original 1980s Tiki bar house band 
Kukulele Kim Tsoy 
Acapulco & The Sauce 
Radio neke Dickerson 


(Germany) & The 
Eicco-F’onics 


INSTRUMENTAL SOUNDS 
ON DIONYSUS RECORDS 


CREEPXOTICA 


‘_<. Haunted Bossa Nova 
oe Color Vinyl LP w/ free Digital Download 
Digital via Itunes, eMusic, Amazon, etc. 
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The Fluid Soundbox 
Color Vinyl LP w/ free Digital Download 
Digital via iTunes, eMusic, Amazon, etc. 


Also - CREEPXOTICA 7” EP / Digital 
CREEPY CREEPS - Fink About It 
STEREOPHONIC SPACE 

SOUND UNLIMITED 

Plays Lost TV Themes 

The Spacesound Effect 

Jet Sound Inc. 

Jo Sifferet: Live Fast Die Young 
Spooky Sound Sessions 

KAVA KON - Tiki for the Atomic Age 
All on LP/CD/Digital 


Plus Non Instrumental sounds by 
JIMMY VARGAS and 
ba) THE BLACK DAHLIAS 
| Death Swings 
| Lust Angeles 
| CDs avalible from Dionysus Mail Order 
Digital via iTunes, eMusic, Amazon, etc. 


Online Mail Order: www.dionysusrecords.com/shop 
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Lucky Stars The ___ Sunday Night ONLY 
The CheapLeis Big Sandy 

Hula Girls & His Fly-Rite 


Polynesian Boys 
Dancers 


& More! 
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From the Editor ox 


I'd like to dedicate the Spring 2013 issue of Tiki Magazine to the living memory of: 


Y) 


Wayne Coombs 
Tiki Carver/Founder of Mai Tiki, 
Cocoa Beach, FL 
October 28, 1949 to September 4, 2012 


Fritz “Delmar deWilde” Hasenpusch 
Singer of Hawaii’s Don Tiki 
March 23, 1950 to August 5, 2012 


OCRAIK 


Art Snyder 
Owner of Don the Beachcomber 
Restaurant, Huntington Beach, CA 
November 10, 1932 to November 7, 2012 


The Tiki world lost 3 larger than life figures this past year. We will mourn their 
losses and celebrate their lives. Rest in peace, May God bless you all. 


Aloha, 


Welcome to the Spring 2013 issue of Tiki Magazine. We start off 
with a beautiful cover by Seattle-based artist Dawn Frasier. Other 
great features include Tiki carver Bill Collins, Hawaiian shirt icon 
Alfred Shaheen, a look at Tiki podcasts, Tiki Tunes feature Desert 
Island Exotica, and two new features. The first is a featured cock- 
tail. The first installment is by Tonga Hut (North Hollywood, CA) 
mixologist Marie King. Each upcoming issue will feature a new 
cocktail recipe by a contributing mixologist. The second new fea- 
ture is the first ever Tiki-inspired superhero comic, “The Islander.” 
It makes its debut with its origin story. The comic is co-created by 
me and Portland, OR-based artist Rob Kramer. 


It's with a heavy heart that I’m also announcing with the release 
of next issue (Summer 2013), | am stepping down as Publisher/ 
Editor of Tiki Magazine. As | affectionately call it, Tiki Mag has 
been a true labor of love for me since | came up with the con- 
cept back in 2004. I've made a lot of friends all over the world 
because of the magazine. The staff, many of whom have been 
working with me since the beginning, are like family. 


There is good news though. The torch is being passed to the very 
capable hands of Amy Boylan. For those of you who know Amy, 
she has been a very successful businessperson for many years. 
She is one of the current owners of the Tonga Hut and the crea- 
tor of Mojave Oasis. | truly believe that Amy will continue to grow 
and improve the magazine. I’m not going away altogether either. 


o 


I'll still be contributing “The Islander” comic and working with 
Amy whenever she needs me. 


Starting with the next issue, the new title of the magazine will be 
Tiki Magazine & More. It will still have all the great Tiki that we 
love and much, much more. These are exciting times, please be 
sure to join us for the next issue. We will see you in July. 

So, sit back and let us bring the islands to you. 


Mahalo, 


Nick 


Hundreds of Pieces to Bring 
Paradise to Your Home, Patio 


10,000 sq. Ft. of Beautiful Vintage & New Inventory on the Top Floor at: 
King Richards Antique Center - 12301 E. Whittier Blvd. - Whittier, CA 90602 


Hours: Mon-Fri: 10am-6pm - Sat: 10am-7pm - Sun: 10am-6pm 


Website: ParadiselslandDecor.com - Tropical Vendor Spaces For Rent 
Showroom Area Available For Rental of Corporate & Special Events. 


The Original Tiki Liquor Store 


10% DiSCOUNE 
ON SPeCiaLtY PUNIS WitH tHIS aD 
Barbancourt * Appleton « Lemon Hart Goslings 
Flor de Cana * Fine Wine Selections 
Various Imported Beers 
619-224-3771 
2904 SHELEEP ISLAND DP SaN DieGO, Ca 92106 


GET 
TIKI 


4 Issues for $28 (US), $36 (Mexico/Canada) and $49 (International) 


Please include the following information: Mail payment to: 

“Your Name Tiki Magazine 

*Street Address 10531 4S Commons Dr. #496 
“City, State, Zip (Postal Code) San Diego, CA 92127 

‘Email Address Po 


WELCOME TO THE TRIBE ... 


Culture Cove Gallery 
7514 La Jolla Blvd 

La Jolla, CA 92037 
facebook.com/CultureCove 
GalleryTikiRoom 


The Grass Skirt 
Tiki Room 

105 N. Grant Ave. 
Columbus, OH 43215 
grtassskirttiki.com 


Dirty Dick 

10 rue Frochot 

Paris, France 75018 
facebook.com/pages/Dirty- 
Dick/504787289561262 


Der Imbiss W 
Kastanienalle 49 
Berlin, Germany 10119 
w-derimbiss.de 


Bora Bora Tiki Bar 
Ground Floor 5-6, 
Southern Park, D-2, 
Saket New Delhi, India 


facebook.com/boraborasaket 


Lucky Joes Tiki Room 
196 South 2nd Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53204 
luckyjoestiki.com 


Tacoma Cabana 
728 Pacific Ave. 
Tacoma, WA 
tacomacabana.com 


Honi Honi 

Tiki Cocktail Lounge 
3/F Somptueux Central 

52 Wellington St Central, 
Hong Kong, China 
www.facebook.com/ 
HoniHoniTikiCocktailLounge 
honihonibar.com 


KEEP YOUR EYES OUT FOR... 


The Shameful Tiki Room Three Dots and a Dash 


4362 Main Street 
Vancouver, BC 
facebook.com/pages/ 
The-Shameful-Tiki- 
Room/579285 192083653 


Tiki Iniki 
Kauai, HI 
tikiiniki.com 


O 


435 N. Clark St. 
Chicago, IL 60654 
threedotschicago.com 


The PaciFic Seas, Cliftons 
648 S. Broadway 

LA, CA 90014 
cliftonscafeteria.com 


Exotica Sundays: 4PM ‘till Close 
Rhum Rum Club Meetings: 

Once a Month 

The Tonga Hut 

12808 Victory Blvd. 

North Hollywood, CA 91606 
tongahut.com 

facebook: Tonga Hut 


Last Thursday of the Month 
Trader Vics 

9 Anchor Drive 

Emeryville, CA 94608 
tradervicsemeryville.com 


Ottos Grotto: First Wednesdays 
International Flight Lounge: 

Last Thursdays 

Forbidden Island Tiki Lounge 
1304 Lincoln Ave. 

Alameda, CA 94501 
forbiddenislandalameda.com 


First Tues. of the Month 
Tiki Lounge 

2008 E. Carson St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15208 
tikilounge.biz 


Primativa in Hi-Fi: Tuesdays 
PKNY 

49 Essex St. New York, NY 10002 
pk-ny.com 


Milwaukee’ Best Mai-Tai 
Foundation Tiki Bar 
2718 N Bremen St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
foundationbar.com 


TIKI LOUNGE 
ESTABLISHED 1958 


Third Sat of the Month 
Chef Shangri-La 
7930 W. 26th St. 
North Riverside, IL 
chefshangrila.com 


Happy “Tiki” Hours, 3-6PM 
Trader Vic's, LA Live 
800 W. Olympic Blvd. 

LA, CA 90015 
tradervicslacom 


Unsteady Freddie's Surf-Rock 
Shindig 

First Saturdays 

Ottos ShrunKen Head 
538 East 14th St. 


NY, NY 10009 ° 
ottosshrunKenhead.com 


UPCOMING 


Mojave Oasis: Gathering of Friends III 
April 12-14, 2013 

Newberry Springs, CA 
mojaveoasis.com/mojaveoasis2013 


This unique experience, the brainchild of lifelong Tiki superfan 
Amy Boylan, is a true answer to the prayers of those who have 
ever wanted to combine the love of the roughing it in the great 
outdoors and the passion for Tiki! The remote site in Newberry 
Springs, 20 mi northeast of Barstow, offers lakeside camping, 
vintage trailer rentals, and the showers, toilets and electricity of a 
full-service campground. The third “Gathering” event will feature 
DJ Jeff “Bigtikidude” Hanson, vintage movies, a carving area, a 
vending area, a trailer crawl, a drink contest, a trailer and tent 
decoration contest, lake activities, a goodie bag packed with 
cool Tiki swag, live entertainment by The Ding Dong Devils, The 
Smokin’ Menehunes, and The Glasgow Tiki Shakers. 


Tiki Caliente 5 
May 17-19, 2013 
Palm Springs, CA 
San Diego, CA 
tiki-caliente.com 


This year's featured 
entertainment will include Kitty Chow & Fisherman, Thee Swank 
Bastards, The Ding Dong Devils, lounge masters The Martini 
Kings with very special guest crooner Sonny Moon, the Tony 
Marsico Organ Trio, and Southern California Hapa Haole favorites 
The Smokin’ Menehunes. If that’s not enough, there will also be 
a limited-edition event mug by Doug Horne & John Mulder, MC 
Crazy Al, DJ Bigtikidude, and, of course, all the top vendors selling 
tons of collectible Tiki goodies! 


The Hukilau 

June 6-9, 2013 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
thehukilau.com/2013 


Celebrate “a magical 
Polynesian weekend 
in america’s vacationland” in conjunction with the world’s 
undisputed greatest Tiki temple, The Mai-Kai, with none other 
than Tiki Tom D, as he presents tales of the Yankee Clipper. Join 
Jeff “Beachbum” Berry as he presents “The Wild West Indies.” 
Stare with wide eyes at Paul Roe as he takes attendees on a 
voyage through the history of the urban primitive. As if that’s 
not enough, Gary Moss will enlighten audiences on the culture 
of vintage Hawaiian shirts. Entertainment will include MC King 
Kukulele, Mr. Ho’s Orchestrotica, the very first US appearance of 
Sweden's Ixtahuele, The Ding Dong Devils, The Intoxicators!, Gold 
Dust Lounge, and of course, Marina the Fire Eating Mermaid! 


FA DGOT PETG 


COCORIAETS 
NN ALN er wok, 
Surfer Joe Summer Festival 8 sie won 
June 21-23, 2013 


Livorno, Italy 
surferjoe.it/festival 


© Fl 


1 suRF music event 


Since 2003, the patron saint of Surf/ 
Instrumental music in Italy, Lorenzo 
Valdambrini AKA Surfer Joe, has 
been bringing an incredible lineup 
of the very best bands to perform at 
what has become one of the largest 
festivals of its kind in the entire world! 
Just 20 mins. from Pisa, the grounds 
of the event are literally right on the sea and next to Sufer Joe’s 
Diner, a full service 50s style diner and bar, that stays open until 3 
AM! This year's lineup is nothing short of spectacular and features 
Speedball Jr, Spaceguards, Les Agamemnonz, The Apemen, The 
Atlantics, The Bradipos IV, The Tonomats, Surfer Joe & His Boss 
Combo, and local SoCal and Tiki veterans Insect Surfers, among 
others! Meraviglioso!!! 


TWANGY REVERB DRENCHED 
PROM PLANET EARTH & 


Ohana: Luau at the Lake 
June 27-30, 2013 

Lake George, NY 
fraternalorderofmoai.org/ohana 


An incredible opportunity to spend 
a weekend at a classic 50’s era 
Polynesian-themed motor inn in 
New York returns for the 5th year! 
Enjoy everything you've come to 
expect from The Fraternal Order Of Moai as they entertain and 
amaze with the room crawl, carvers, artists and vendors, a full 
Polynesian Luau, the cocktail contest, a mini golf contest, free swag 
bags for all attendees, silent auction, raffles, and live music by The 
Coffin Daggers, The Kahiki Serenaders, The Revomatics, Kitty Chow 
& Fisherman, 9th Wave and more! 


TH 
JUNE 27, 2013 
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Surf Guitar 101 Convention 6 ) we ay Gy 
t r 
Steele 4 


August 10, 2013 = © 
Gulran™ 


Los Alamitos, CA 
surfguitar101.com vention 
ung /convent ANNUAL CONVENTION 


Now undeniably a bonafide annual event, surf rock guru Jeff 
“Bigtikidude” Hanson's ode to all things instro returns to Los 
Alamitos with another stellar international who's who of the 
contemporary scene. Scheduled performers include a very special 
surprise headliner, Martin Cilia (Australia), Surfer Joe’s Boss Combo 
(Italy), The Aqualads (North Carolina), The Mystery Men? (Georgia), 
The Pyronauts (NorCal), 3 Balls of Fire (Texas & SoCal), The Glasgow 
Tiki Shakers (SoCal), an all star tribute to The Astronauts, legend Rick 
Bastrup of the Avengers VI and friends, and legend Paul Johnson 
and friends. The event will also include the usual incredible array 
of Surf music-related items for sale, the SG101 member jam, and 
surrounding pre and post shows all over California. 

oO 


Tiki Oasis 13 
August 15-18, 2013 
San Diego, CA 
tikioasis.com 


Join Otto von Stroheim and 
Baby Doe as they present 
the 13th incarnation of Tiki 
Oasis. This year’s theme will be “Hulabilly.” Keep your eyes on 
tikioasis.com for further information as it becomes available. 


STUFF 


Classic Dining: 
Discovering Americas 
Finest Mid-Century 
Restaurants 

Peter Moruzzi with 
Sven A. Kirsten 

Gibbs Smith 
gibbs-smith.com 


Over the years, the softly lit wood-paneled interiors, starched ta- 
blecloths, curved booths, tuxedoed captains, and tableside ser- 
vice that once defined classic continental style fine dining have 
gradually disappeared. Equally, the number of historic restau- 
rants filled with character and old-school ambiance dwindle with 
each passing year. Yet, vestiges cling to life in cities large and 
small. Through vivid new color photography and vintage mate- 
tial, Classic Dining celebrates the great mid-century restaurants 
that continue to thrive in New York, the greater Miami area, New 
Orleans, Las Vegas, the Chicago area, Los Angeles, and across 
the United States. Includes a directory of midcentury restaurants 
across America. 


The Continental 
Magazine Issue 20 
Double Crown Records 
doublecrownrecords.com 


Our good friend Sean over at 
Double Crown Records has done 
it again! The most recent Conti- 
nental Magazine has been re- 
leased and is better than ever! 
Filled with the usual in-depth 
stories on today’s most happen- 
ing Surf and instro bands, includ- 
ing The Dead Rocks from Brazil 
and Y Niwl from Wales, this issue will have even more appeal to 
the Tiki crowd because of the cover story on The Tikiyaki Orches- 
tra. Issue 20 includes a stellar international 23-song compilation 
CD featuring the El Ray, Los Kahunas, Rev Hank, Los Venturas, 
Martin Cilia and The Tikiyaki Orchestra, among many others. 
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Mini Mai-Kai 
Mystery Bowl 


For those times when 
you just don’t have 
3 friends to share a 
large Mystery Drink, 
Swank Pad Produc- 
tions has produced 
a small version! De- 
signed after the leg- 
endary original 1959 
Mystery Bowl from 
the Mai-Kai, the bowl 
is feature-correct, even down to including the inner ring for the 
ice volcano! This smaller version of the famous Mystery Bowl is 
a complicated 5 piece mold, just like the large version, but in a 
souvenir size. Produced under license for the Mai-Kai. A portion 
the profits go to support this great institution! Dimensions: 6” 
wide, 3” tall - holds 12 fluid ounces. 

$39 + shipping from swankpadproductions.com 


SOUNDS 


With all of the outstanding new music being released these days, 
sometimes it's difficult to know what is actually worth spending 
your hard-earned greenbacks on or not. Well, the music team at 
Tiki Magazine has done all the work so you don’t have to won- 
der! Need some new additions for the CD changer in your Tiki 
lounge/room/bar? Look no further! These discs represent the 
cream of the crop and will absolutely create the perfect escapist 
vibe in whatever rumpus room you've created. 


Sont=Abt NUGGETS 


Surf-Age Nuggets eit Voltas seetlaaaent le 
Trash & Twang ; ea 
Instrumentals: 

1959-1966 


Rock Beat Records 
rockbeatrecords.com 


Not since the 1996 release of Rhino's legendary Cowabunga: 
The Surf Box has there been a multi disc Surf box set of this 
magnitude. It only makes sense, then, that the mastermind be- 
hind the project is James Austin, who also produced the Rhino 
set. Surf-Age Nuggets is the yang to Cowabunga’s yin, as one 
presented the hits and now we get the deep cuts. The rare finds 
cramming these 4 CDs are remarkable and will be exciting listen- 
ing for even the more hardcore Surf fan. Beyond just the music, 
however, the entire nuggets package is a glorious assemblage of 
vintage posters, flyers, ads, photographs and other ephemera, 
all wrapped up in a convenient hardcover book! DO NOT let this 
one go out of print before you grab your copy immediately! 


Haunted Bossa Nova 
Creepxotica 

Dionysus Records 
dionysusrecords.com 


You've encountered them 
for years at Tiki Oasis playing 
poolside, and most importantly, 
roaming the hallways and 
courtyards when you least expect it in your drunken stupor. 
The skull-faced, Mariachi-clad alter-egos of The Creepy Creeps 
teased us with an EP, but are about to unleash a full length on 
Dionysus. A haunting, dark and hypnotic blend of Surf guitar, 
organ, vibraphone and exotic percussion, Haunted Bossa Nova 
is guaranteed to set the mood at your undead luau 


DA=40x vit 


Theme for Surfers/Here 
She Comes Again 7” 

The Surfites 

7+ Inches of Love 

The Apemen 

Double Crown Records 
doublecrownrecords.com 


7 inches Geqove 


Another huge tip of the hat to Sean 
at Double Crown for continuing to 
provide some of the greatest recordings on the planet! The two 
songs on the Surfites vinyl are sure to appeal to their varied fans, 
as “Here She Comes Again” is a vocal tune in the classic early 60s 
style, complete with guest vocals by none other than Baron Shiv- 
ers of The Ghastly Ones, with “Theme for Surfers” demonstrating 
what The Surfites have come to be best-known for--incredibly 
drippy reverb! 

Apemen fans rejoice! The ape mask wearing Belgian combos 
collection of 7" goodies quickly went out of print and have be- 
come difficult to find. Until now! Double Crown has re-released 
the CD, remastered and complete with four bonus tracks! This 
one will undoubtedly reaffirm why the Apemen have always 
been one of the most renowned of the mid-90s Surf movement. 


7 Mares 

Los Kahunas 
Atomic Records 
loskahunas.com 


All the way from Argentina 
comes the latest from one of the 
best traditional Surf bands ac- 
tive today! They wowed with the 
first two albums and now on this, their third release, they're fur- 
ther embracing their signature sound--a blend of lilting reverb- 
drenched clean guitars, and strong, almost “pop” melodies akin 
to more of a 60s combo. The only drawback to the CD is its short 
length (only 8 songs), but all of them are excellent, including the 
two covers, “Sleepwalk” and “He Never Came Back.”. 
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Easton Island 
Elliot Easton's Tiki Gods 
facebook.com/ElliotEastonsTikiGods 


The Cars’ iconic guitar hero Elliot 
Easton, a long time fan of mid-centu- 
ty modern aesthetics and Tiki, finally 
delivers a full album of the twangy 
guitar centric material he’s been 
teasing us with since releasing songs on the Del-Fi Mancini trib- 
ute, De/fonic Sounds Today and Jackie Brown soundtrack. Easton 
Island is worth its weight in spades and provides one of the most 
satisfying modern Exotica listening experiences in recent years. 
Made up of an all-star band of industry vets, the Tiki Gods lead 
the listener across a Jazz/Surf/Exotica/Retrophonic soundscape 
full of curiosities. All 12 songs are originals deeply rooted in a 
tradition of conjuring far away places, dreamy atmospheres and 
escapism at its best. 


Celluloid 

Bevel Emboss 
BMRD Entertainment 
bevelemboss.com 


One of the most highly respect- 
ed releases of 2012, Celluloid 
features a supergroup of Dutch 
musicians all sharing a love for 
i guitar-driven instrumental good- 
ness. More along the lines of Finnish Rautalanka than Surf, per 
se, the distinctly European melodic sense and unusual rhythmic 
ideas definitely set it apart. Uptempo gems like “Rumba Nova,” “I 
Thought She Was There,” and “Rocky Miller” will have you up on 
your feet while the mellow contrast of songs like “City of Amster- 
dam” and “Straighten A Dash” will have you blissing out in quiet 
introspection. 


I SIM Rdiin ce 


=~ KING 
PELICAN 


The Good, the Bad 
and the Reverb 
King Pelican 
Stingray Records 
king-pelican.com 


Hailing from South Texas, 
King Pelican deliver a strong 
debut that is well-steeped 
in the instro tradition of the 
60s. Clean Fender twang, a 
solid, driving rhythm section 
and polished musicianship make for an upbeat, happy listen. The 
album definitely leans more on the traditional side of the instro 
scale, but does so quite well. 
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Adios Sancho 
Los Coronas 
Sony Music 
loscoronas.com 


Los Coronas may be the best Eu- 
topean instro band you've never 
heard of! While quite huge in 
their native Spain and across the 
continent, they've managed to re- 
main somewhat off the US radar 
for years. This is an absolute travesty, as their sound is completely 
fresh, crosses several genres and just screams for the listener to 
participate! An intriguing blend of Surf, Spaghetti Western, go-go, 
pop melodies, punk energy (and even disco beats??!!), one of the 
elements that sets them way apart is the use of a horn section. 
The songwriting is inventive and memorable, the orchestration 
layered just right and the energy is downright infectious! 


Wet Side Stories 
Jaguar & The Savanas 
El Toro Records 
jaguarandthesavanas.com 


Pure, modern Surf of the 
highest order straight outta 
Italy! Featuring a mysteri- 
ous lead guitarist wearing a 
luchador mask and backed 
up by a wailing female 
thythm guitarist, the band 
knocked em dead at the 2012 Surfer Joe Festival and are poised 
to continue to spread their instro gospel. Quality Surf instro with a 
palpable energy and Italian twist. Highlights include the more in- 
trospective melodic songs “After the Bay Storm” and “Castaway.” 
Again, the only negative is that the album is only 8 songs long! 


WY NWOOd BOOCLEG 
gold dust lounge 


Wynwood Bootleg 
Gold Dust Lounge 
golddustlounge.com 


And now for something completely different..developed out of 
frequent “jam” style street performances in Miami’s Wynwood 
Arts District since 2009, Gold Dust Lounge create an improvi- 
sational sonic landscape that weaves and dodges, grooves and 
moves, ebbs and flows, all the while keeping the listener on the 
edge of their seat in anticipation. This is guitar-based mood mu- 
sic at its best. A definite winner, especially for fans of bands like 
The Mermen or Magic Box, where a more psychedelic, ambient 
approach is the goal. 


FEO 


Rampage 

The RoadRunners 
lsomusta 
facebook.com/ 
theroadrunnersfinland 


Fans of Finnish Rautalan- 
ka, where clean, twangy 
Stratocasters rule the 
world, unite!!! The Road- 
Runners have burst onto 
the scene with their debut 
album and are blowing 
minds wherever they play. Consisting of several teenagers (the 
drummer is only 14!), the band carries on the tradition of Scan- 
dinavia's favorite instro bands The Shadows, The Spotnicks, The 
Mustangs, The Quiets and Laika and the Cosmonauts, but deliver 
in their own, unique, massively energetic way. Beautifully pro- 
duced and an pure sonic joy to digest, The RoadRunners abso- 
lutely deliver the goods and then some 


SPACEGUARDS 


Multivision 
Spaceguards 
spaceguards.com 


OK, when it's time to let 
the hair down and turn up 
the volume a bit, look no 
further than Amsterdam's 
Spaceguards! Presenting 
their own special blend of 
heaviness, distorted gui- 
tar, experimental sounds 
and Surf, Spaceguards are turning quite a few heads across the 
globe, as evidenced at shows they've done with Dick Dale, The 
Trashmen, The Phantom Four and at the North Sea Surf Festival. 
High energy instrumental rock n’ roll does a body good and 
Multivision is just what the doctor ordered! This is definitely not 
your Grandpa's Surf, but maybe that’s a good thing! 


En el Espacio 

The Martian Denny Orchestra 
Sundazed 
facebook.com/MartianDennyOrchestra 


Maybe you heard them live at Hukilau in 2012, or perhaps caught 
them in their native Nashville and thought “damn, they're good! 
Who the heck is this?” Well, it just so happens that it’s an amaz- 
ing all-star band consisting of former and current members of 
Los Straitjackets, Johnny Cash, John Mellencamp, NRBQ, and 
many others. In many ways, the album feels and sounds like 
one of those projects where guys are finally all playing their fa- 
vorite tunes and loving every minute of it! Classics such as “Out 
of Limits,” “Town Without Pity,” “Wild Weekend,” and “The 2000 
Pound Bee (Part 2)” brim with energy and a fun playfulness that 
will have listeners on their feet! 


Luxuriamusic.com 


(24 hours of great programming, including these highlight shows) 
Intoxica: Tues. 9-11PM w/ Howie Pyro 

Over Under Sideways Down: Wed. 3-5PM w/ Lee Joseph 
Madly Cocktail: Wed. 5-7PM w/ Kat GrifFin 

Fiberglass Jungle: Sat. 2-4PM w/ Jonpaul Balak 

Switched on Audrey: Sun. 2-4PM w/ Audrey Moorehead 
Thrifting for Tunes: Sun. 6-7PM w/ John Trivisonno 


Quiet Village Podcast 
digitikicom 


Dr. ZarKovs Tiki Lounge 
Wed. 2-3PM. 
radiofairfax.org 


Koop Koopers 
Cocktail Nation 


cocktailnation.net 


Cudra Clover's 
Exotica Hour 
cudracloverpodomatic.com 


Surf Guitar 101 Podcasts 


surfguitar101.com/podcast 


Surfabilly Freakout 
Thurs. '7-9PM 
surfabillyfreakout.com 


Radio Free BaKersField 


radiofreebakersField.com 


Storm Surge of Reverb 
Mon. 2-4PM 
wtulneworleans.com 


Reverb Hour 
8-9PM Saturdays 
kfjc.org 


A Day at the Beach Podcast 


rickshawrecords.com/adayatthebeach 


A Day at the Beach Radio 
Thurs., 3-5PM 
kersdsuedu 


The RocKin & SurFin Show 
Sat. 3-5PM 
waif883.org 


*all times are Pacific Standard Time 
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The Bahooka, Rosemead, CA 

The Yue's Lahani Haloha Building, Redondo Beach, CA 
Trader Vic's, Hamburg, Germany 

Trader Vic's, Palo Alto, CA 

South Pacific Restaurant, Newton, MA 

Wayne “Mai-Tiki" Coombs 

Fritz “Delmar deWilde” Hasenpusch, Don Tiki Frontman 
Jon Lord, Deep Purple Keyboardist 

Kitty Wells, Country Singer 

Tom Davis, Comedy Writer 

Jay Parker, Graphic Designer 

Art Snyder, Owner Don the Beachcomber 

Terry “Tubesteak” Tracy, Surfer 

Neil Armstrong, Astronaut 

Hal David, Lyricist 

Andy Williams, Singer 

Alex Karras, Actor, Football Player 

Dave Brubeck, Jazz Pianist, Composer 

Oscar Niemeyer, Brazilian Architect 

Ed Cassidy, Spirit Drummer 

Ravi Shankar, Harihar Rao, Indian Music Legends 
Ray Collins, Mothers of Invention Singer 

Gerry Anderson, British TV Show Creator 

Patti Page, Singer 

Huell Howser, TV Personality 

Reg Presley, Troggs Singer 

Paul Tanner, Glen Miller Trombonist, Music Professor 
Donald Byrd, Jazz Trumpeter 

William Watts “Buck” Biggers, Cartoonist 

Rick Huxley, Dave Clark Five Bassist 

Alvin Lee, Ten Years After Guitarist 


Got News??? Have the Tiki-skinny on an important 
piece of new merchandise, book, record, concert, 
event or other Tiki tidbit??? Please send an email 
to HYPERLINK “mailto:news@tikimagazine.com” 
news@tikimagazine.com for possible inclusion in a 
future issue. 
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MaHALO TIKI 


inging you the spirit of /Aloha:and Polynesian Pop Culture 


We have a large ‘selection of Tiki Mugs and: Shots 
Barware - Dashboard Hula Dolls - Jewelry  - Candles 
Tiki Statues - Stickers - Toys - Tropical Housewares 

Artist “Exclusive Items. ( 


SouthsSeas Arts-and: More | 
WWW MAHALOTIKI.COR 


Email\-mahalotiki@gmail.com > 


AWARD WINNING SIX YEAR CASK AGED RUM DEADHEADRUM.COM 


Featured Artist “22o@ 


Dawn Frasier: The Tiki Painting Lady 


by Matthew Rios 
Photos Courtesy Dawn Frasier 


Never underestimate the joy of getting to do what you love. Some peo- 
ple never understand their true passions. Others know what they want, 
but can only see it on the far horizon. So those of us who DO get to be 
a part of our interests do not take it for granted. The freedom to create 
and develop our hobbies is what fuels us to striver further and push 
harder, no matter what the circumstances. Just ask Dawn Frasier: the 
hardest working tiki painter in Seattle. 


Dawn had a very unique upbringing in Helena, Montana, where she was 
born and raised. Despite the very rural and western aspect of her home- 
town, she was brought up into a very artistic family. Her father went to 
college for architecture and her mom was a well-known local painter, 
who also taught watercolors to seniors “| kinda grew up in the midst of 
art lessons. How | grew up is exactly how | live now- in a house full of 
art and antiques”. Despite a life on the artsy side, the styles surrounding 
Dawn didn’t suit her tastes. Her parents preferred formal looks while she 
gravitated to the mid-century (something everyone around her hated). 
Her tiki origins aren’t very clear to her: perhaps it was her grandfather 
who lived in Hawaii and would oil paint its scenic imagery or it could 
simply be due to her rebellious nature. Regardless, Dawn had the urge 


Featured Ar tist (continued) 


from an early age. Dawn found herself amassing a collection given 
to her by friends and would even thrift some from her parents’ 
antique store. 


Feeling isolated in her rural surroundings Dawn set her sights any- 
where else: “I left home the week | turned 18 and never went 
back!” Yet Dawn couldn't get away from her creative roots and 
moved to Washington, where she put herself through college for 
graphic design. With schooling complete, she settled down in hip 
Seattle to flourish her art. But once again, the adventuring bug bit 
Dawn and she set her sights for Fiji. For four years, Dawn lived a 
tropical lifestyle in ways we only dream of - living on a garden 
island with no electricity, creating furniture and frames out of tropi- 
cal debris, and studying tapa design. She earned money by making 
her own silkscreens and selling custom shirts to the local museum 
gift shop. And as amazing and special as it was, the comforts of 
home called her back. 


Dawn returned to Seattle with an energized tiki interest. But de- 
spite Seattle's creative vibe and surroundings, she was the only 
one locally working in a tropical medium. The story goes though, 
@ that a friend of Otto von Stroheim’s (Tiki Oasis founder) saw 


one of her pieces in a store window and introduced the two 
while Otto was putting out Tiki News. Dawn was present at a Tiki 
News release party in San Francisco in the 90's, alongside Bosko 
and Shag: “It was a post-original and pre-neo sort of timeframe”. 
While the reception was good, Dawn fell by the wayside, having 
no computer or internet to connect with the group. And as she 
stayed technologically deficient, the tiki movement started gather- 
ing steam and took on a life of its own. Years later as she joined 
the information superhighway, Dawn learned of Tiki Central and 
dove back into the tropical culture, doing what she could to share 
her passion with it. 


A majority of Dawn’s paintings have a mood lighting about them, 
involving mostly blues and greens: a style which originally started 
off as a dare. Dawn painted in these two solitary colors for a year 
to rebel against fellow tiki artist Ken Ruzic, but after a while real- 
ized her love for the specific palate: “The colors | use now are the 
colors I've always loved. There are just certain times when | can 
imagine a lifetime of work in the confines of a specific color pal- 
ate, or design.” But particular hues aren't the only thing Dawn finds 
herself coming back to. She also has a love and knack for painting 
mid-century buildings, with an emphasis on a-frames. Dawn en- 
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joys mixing the wild and exotic climates of exotic jungle with retro-styled 
housing: a juxtaposition of worlds both primitive and sophisticate. Dawn 
has a hard time fully describing her aesthetic, which she sums up as: 
“Grade-school-1962-meets-travel-agency-reception-agency-desk’. 


Dawn's current style has taken her years to master and hone, and even 
she admits it’s not finalized yet: “My style is always evolving and refining, 
which is both a Virgo and an artist problem” Because of her mother’s 
background, Dawn has always had a preference for painting with water- 
colors, which at times can be met with less enthusiasm: “Watercolors are 
still trying to find their own place in the art world. Some people don’t see 
them as real paintings... maybe because it reminds them of their grand- 
mas or aunts”. Because of this, Dawn started to focus more on acryl- 
ics- but with a twist. The pieces you see of Dawn's now are painted with 
acrylic paints, but with watercolor techniques being used. Which means 
many, many thin layers of paint and glazing- a process that she admits is 
very laborious. Most times, Dawn lets the paint take on the life of the sub- 
ject, which isn’t given much detail at first: “I sketch a really simple version 
in my notebook, just to get the proportions right. Then | very simply draw 
the horizon lights on the canvas and start to paint the background. | use 
LOTS of layers, but there is a sketch in there someplace”. 


When not slaving away behind canvases, Dawn has several other projects 
to keep her busy. Her main hub is her website: sophista-tiki.com where 


she hosts all of her paintings and prints. Recently, Dawn 
has begun to create her own custom fabric deigns (a de- 
sire she’s had since high school). Dawn goes through a 
print on demand fabric service called spoonflower.com 
which she praises for small artists: “This is the resource to 
get your designs out there. There’s no worry of overhead 
since it’s made as it is ordered. While it’s a bit more ex- 
pensive, it's also much more exclusive”. Dawn has been 
working with them for about 3 years and currently hosts 
around 200 of her own hand-drawn designs. Using these 
fabrics, Dawn also deigns women’s handbags and men’s 
Hawaiian shirts. In the 2012 holiday season, she even 
created and sold her own gift wrap. 


While it may have taken Dawn a little time to form her 
craft and direction, her feverish efforts are really paying 
off, “Once | started seriously focusing on this and transi- 
tioning from other jobs into solely art, I've met the yearly 
goals I've set for myself. And because of it, | feel more 
professional and prepared now more than ever". Items 
she can check off her “to-do” list include having a solo art 
show in 2011 at the M Modern Gallery in Palm Springs 
and getting to grace the cover of Tiki Magazine (this is- 
sue!). Despite having accomplished so much already, 
Dawn is continually looking toward the future. Dawn is 
currently hard at work on pieces for a group showing at 
Hukilau and the Miami Modern Show. She would also 
love to host a traveling tropical art show to share this 
style with a wider range of people. And just like every 
artist, her biggest dream is licensing. But until the point 
where Dawn is lavishly drinking champagne out of tiki 
mugs, you can find her working away in her fully stocked 
mid-century house, with her trusty dog Rufus by her side: 
“I'm going to continue to do my own thing for now and 
see what comes up on the horizon”. 
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FAOLYNESIAN RESTAURANT 


WORLD 
FAMOUS 
FOODS 


“Created in a million miles of travel” 
OREN: 


Tuesday - Saturbay 
5:00PM - 9:30PM 


CLOSED SUNDAYS & MONDAYS 


HiGHWaY 41 & 70soutH 
SIMYPNa, TeNNeSssee 


(615) 459-4870 


WWW.OMNIHUT.COM 


1304 LINCOLN AVE. 

ALAMEDA, CA 94501 

(510) 749-0332 
ALAMEDA’S FIRST AND ONLY TIKI LOUNGE! 


LIVE MUSIC & DJ NIGHTS 


“ _ CUTTING EDGE & TRADITIONAL TIKI COCKTAILS 
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&A WITH THE PODCAST KINGS 


Koop Kooper of the Cocktail Nation, and Mark Riddle of the Quiet Village share 
their thoughts on all things Exotica/Lounge...even their favorite cocKtail recipe. 


By Darren Long 
Photos Courtesy Koop Kooper and Digitiki 


Koop Kooper 
The Cocktail Nation 
www.cocktailnation.net 


When did you get bit by the 
Exotica/Lounge bug? 


Around 1998 | was dating a 
young Rockabilly gal who in- 
troduced me to Peggy Lee's 
‘Fever’, via the Ultra Lounge 
series, and | was hooked. 
At this time | headed off for 
a radio career on the other . 
side of the country. With very little social activity, | found my- 
self spending many nights listening to the Ultra Lounge series 
and crafting a whole new thinking, as this music was gradu- 
ally transforming me from Rockabilly rebel to a pure state of 
swankness that could only be achieved from a deadly cocktail 
of Lounge and blue martinis. Also being involved in a Fifties/ 
Mid Century scene like Rockabilly gave me the knowledge of, 
and appreciation of a whole spectre of the period. So basically 
| was aware of other subcultures and was certain there were 
other cats just like me. 


Why do you love this music and lifestyle? 


It's 100% Me. One of the differences between me and other 
personalities of the Lounge and Exotica scene is that | live this 
every minute. | wear vintage clothes everyday and drive my 
1965 Valiant everyday. The music that you love SHOULD be 
your soundtrack to life. The Music is the Lifestyle. The culture 
dictates your clothing, car, apartment and furniture, the books 
you read, the movies you watch. It is everything. 


What led you to start your own podcast? 


| used to listen to a marvelous show that came via satellite 
called, “Jazz from New York City”. It was hosted by an Aussie 
guy who lived in NYC, and he really captured the sound of the 
city. | loved the journey he took me on. This stayed in my head 
for a long time and when | was doing a talk radio show | was 
really developing my interview style and had been listening to 
some online radio shows and podcasts. The shows focused 
only on the classic Lounge and Exotica and completely ignored 
most of the new acts coming out. And nobody was talking 
about the “Scene”; they weren't talking to the “Scene” by way 
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Mark Riddle 
The Quiet Village 
www.digitikicom 


When did you get bit by the 
Exotica/Lounge bug? 


When | was five years old, | 
got into my mother’s record 
collection. The record that 
captivated me was Arthur 
Lyman’s “Bahia” album. | was 
intrigued by the exotic cover- 
-a dark village and palm trees 
at night, silhouetted by a full 
moon. The first track was “Bahia” and when the birdcalls and 
jungle sounds started—BAM! | was hooked. Fast forward, we're 
living in Los Angeles and we want a bar in our apartment. What 
could be cooler than a Tiki bar? Then we went for one drink at 
the Tonga Hut and | was hooked again. | naturally began col- 
lecting ‘Tiki records’ and had to start with ‘Bahia’. 


Why do you love this music and lifestyle? 


Many styles of music blossomed in the 60's, but Exotica was 
an escape from all that. It was music to be played in the back- 
ground, to set a mood. In a way it's the opposite of the other 
things | love about the 60’s: the futuristic optimism, fast paced 
technology. Exotica was a way to explore new lands in the 
safety of your living room. 


What led you to start your own podcast? 


Vegas Vic's Tiki Lounge podcast was already in full swing, and | 
was a regular listener. | actually started the podcast just to see 
if | could technically do it. The recording part was the easiest for 
me. | thought about what topics—Exotica! Of course! | loved it 
and it was something | could explore myself. It really wasn’t un- 
til the 5th episode that | finally hit my stride. | just let it all hang 
out and was my complete enthusiastic self. So what you hear 
is the real me. I’m not trying to be someone or something else. 


Who are a few of your favorite Exotica/Lounge performers? 


My absolute top favorite is Gene Rains. He is lesser known 
than Martin Denny and Arthur Lyman, but his music holds its 
own next to those two giants. Sadly, his albums have yet to be 
released on CD, but | remain hopeful. Also, Arthur Lyman, Mar- 
tin Denny, Les Baxter, Cal Tjader, and the biggies of the crooner 
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of interviews. So this was a no brainer to me to make a show 
that was essentially a magazine on the radio. 


Who are a few of your favorite Exotica/Lounge performers? 


I'm a big fan of the Martini Kings, Tiki Joe’s Ocean, Tikiyaki 
Orchestra, and Nutty; powerhouse bands that are paving the 
way for the future. When it comes to classic artists, | really dig 
Oscar Peterson, Buddy Greco, Martin Denny, Robert Drasnin, 
Jackie Gleason, and of course, Frank Sinatra. 


How do you see the future of Exotica/Lounge? 


| think it will continue for many years to come, and that's all 
thanks to the new breed coming through both in bands and 
fans. What it really needs to do is to tap into the mass media 
to expose itself more often. | also think that American festivals 
for both Lounge and Tiki need to stop navel gazing when it 
comes to acts and start bringing people in from other coun- 
tries. I’m exposing these artists week in and week out. Whilst 
it is an American form of music, | can tell you there are people 
in other countries that dig this music. 


Please share your favorite cocktail recipe: 


Blue Martini 

30z (about 1/3 cup) vodka 

2 0z (1 tablespoon) dry vermouth 

1 teaspoon blue Curacao 

1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice, strained 


Shake in Martini shaker and serve in chilled Martini glass 


Darren Long is a California native living in Nashville, TN 
as a singer/songwriter. He’s also purveyor of www.tikidelights. 


com, selling his vintage album cover clocks and music projects. 
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genre: Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis, Jr. Desi Arnaz had one 
of the top Latin bands in the US before “I Love Lucy” ever hit the 
airwaves. His music is absolutely wonderful. 


| have really got into the music of Jackie Gleason in a big way. He 
produced a large number of ‘mood music’ albums in the 50’s and 
60’'s...it’s so luscious. 


How do you see the future of Exotica/Lounge? 


| see the future of Exotica staying pretty much as it is today. It 
will remain a kitschy niche genre. Because of the Internet, new 
generations of artists will discover Exotica and infuse new ideas 
while, at the same time, paying homage to the past. There’s still 
a chance Exotica could yet see a spike in popularity as it did with 
Martin Denny's version of “Quiet Village.” The Exotica genre is 
so small; it is incumbent upon all artists who perform it to work 
together to bring it to the eyes and ears of new audiences. To- 
gether, Exotica artists can have a much larger voice than if they 
stand alone. 


Please share your favorite cocktail recipe: 


The Quiet Village Mai Tai 


1 oz white rum 

1 oz dark rum 

splash of Demerara rum 151 proof 
1 oz sweet n’ sour 

2 oz orgeat (double strength) 
juice of ¥2 large lime 


Fill rocks glass with crushed ice. Squeeze lime juice into glass, 
retain spent lime shell. Add remaining ingredients except Dem- 
erara rum. Pour contents into a large glass or shaker and back 
into rocks glass to gently mix. Drop in spent lime shell. Float 
Demerara 151 rum on top. Garnish with fresh mint and mar- 
aschino cherry speared to pineapple wedge. Serve and enjoy 
while listening to the Quiet Village podcast. 
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Way back in 1997, | had an idea. Why not create a website dedi- 
cated to the mid-century “bachelor pad” lifestyle. In 1998, the 
reality was realized and eBachelorpad.com was born. For those 
of you who may not remember eBachelorpad, it was a one-stop 
online shop with everything that you needed for your swank bach- 
elor pad. Our goods included barware, videos, furniture, home 
décor, music, apparel & Tiki. As eBachelorpad progressed, so did 
our variety of goods offered for sale. But one particular category 
outpaced them all. Guess which one? Tiki! 


In 1998, | began conceiving the possibility of creating a company 
that, instead of just being a distribution arm for other manufactur- 
ers, would indeed be a manufacturer itself. But what to manufac- 
ture? 


| decided later on after working up the basis of a manufacturing 
oriented business plan that the intended end result was to be Tiki 
mugs. My affinity for collecting Tiki mugs and Hawaiian ephem- 
era led to Tiki being a part of eBachelorpad. It was, at the time, 
a somewhat awkward “fit” with all of the other, more predictable 
categories. The manufacturing course was chosen. 


| enlisted the services of a friend who | had met over the Internet, 
Dave Cohen (aka Squid) and the mug making began. It began 
slowly with the creation of 4 designs, which were sold through 
a few select retailers and online through eBachelorpad. All the 
while though, | was in conversations with my favorite Tiki and mid- 
century artist, Josh Agle (aka Shag) to produce wares utilizing his 
art. This ultimately led to the 1st Edition Shag Tiki mugs and Shag 
Tiki lamps. Through a simple dream and execution of the vision, 
unbeknownst to us, Tiki Farm was a breakout company. 


Essentially, Tiki Farm began with Squid and Shag & | carving out 
the creative direction of what would become the future of Tiki 
Farm. Over time, we decided to do something that we had begun 
in modest terms and that only Tiki Farm was doing. We decided to 
enlist the design services of the skilled Tiki artists that were reach- 
ing out to Tiki Farm both as fans and collectors. 


The image on the opposite page is a good indicator of the work 
of the many artists that we've worked with to date. And what you 
are seeing there represents only about 10% of the designs we've 
created to-date, not to mention all of the glaze variations as well. 
If you are in possession of our compendium from our 10-year gala 
extravaganza celebration at the La Luz De Jesus Gallery back in 
2010, which included a listing of every artist we've worked with, 
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by Holden Westland 


that list has since grown. To keep you, our Friends of the Farm, 
up-to-date, here below is the updated list, sorted alphabetically. 
We apologize if anybody has been omitted as we've done our best 
to ensure that everybody is included here. To compile this listing 
was a daunting task as you are about to see. A few of the artists 
you see here are brand new to Tiki Farm with production in varying 
stages of development. 


Andrew Meieran Ghost Paul Hughes 
Atomic Tony Tiki Grog Philippe Tilikette 
Bamboo Ben Hassan Patterson Purple Jade 
Baron Shivers Holden Rick Rietveld 
Benzart Davis Jack Churchill Sam Gambino 
Big Toe Jimmy C. Shag 

Bret Palazzo, Jody Daily Sophia Brewer 
Capt'n. Skully Joe Vitale Squid 

Charlie Rubel Jonathan Chaffin Squindo 
Chongolio KC Heylin Steven Pang 
Clarita Tiki Keely Benkey-Reichman Sven Kirsten 
Claudette Barjoud Ken Ruzic Swanson 

Colin Beadle Kevin Kidney Tank Standing Buffalo 
Crazy Al Evans Kristina Lucas Francis The Pizz 

Daniel Scarcello Makoto Tiki Diablo 
Dave Wolfe Marcus Pizzuti Tiki Nomad 
Derek Yaniger Marcus Thorn Tiki Ray 

Dirk Vermin Mark Escovedo Tiki Shark 
Dirty Donny Mark Zeilman Tiki Tony 
Donella Vitale Melanie Carlson Tim Ward 

Doug Harlow Mookie Sato Thor 

Doug Horne Moritz Tracy Mark Lee 
Drew Brophy MG Uncle Fun 

Eric Rindal Munktiki Von Franco 
Flounder Notch Wes Johnson 
Gecko Paul Elder 


Wow, what a list! As you can see here and as you've probably 
now come to know, we’re busy! We will continue to strive to bring 
you the world’s largest offering of fine quality Tiki mugs from the 
most diverse database of Tiki artists in the world! Thank you for 
your years of support. 


Mahaloz! 
Holden and your friends at 
Tiki Farm 
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‘Moraaads Sal”: 
Market Place & Mai-Tai's 
Whatta Life!" 


For all your Real Estate & 
Mortgage Needs 
Chris Garland 
(562) 500-9800 
— MYSMARTLOAN@YAHOO.COM 
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TIKI TOWER 


THE ART OF ROBERT JIMENEZ 


ORIGINAL ART - MUGS -PRINTS 
PENDANTS AND T-SHIRTS 


WWW. TIKITOWER.COM 
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4427 Sumed Bld. 
Lo Angeles Califonia QOO2ZZ 


Wednesday through Saturday 4:00 PM to 2:00 AM 
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Totally Tikified 
Doug DoRrs Enchanted Tiki Room 
and Tiki Hide-A-Way 
Garden Grove, CA 

Photography by Jonpaul Balak 
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Tiki Comics 


by Ernie Keen 


Nothing like a 
guick es et 
to recharge the 
batteries! 


COCKTAILS FROM THE BLACK LAGOON a on BY MATT RIOS & PHILIPPE TILIKETE 


I think 
I'd better split. 


More?! You've already had 
a Zombie, a Martini, 
And TWO Scorpion bowls! 


tam! 
You're my ride home! 


Like I'd ever go home 
with a zero like you. 


I'm glad you passed math, 
because you obviously 
failed chemistry! 


Move that hand 
or lose it, mister. 


*Sigh* 
Next round’s on you... 


"CLUB SODA JERK" 


THE ISLANDER created by Nick Camara & Rob Kramer 


| UUTAIGGER 


Ly 
é 
a AHH AILA LANE ree 


TENDING BAP ONE NIGHT A COLIPLE OF MONTHS AGO, NOT LONG BEFORE CLOSING, 


HUH? WHERE'D 
YOU COME FROM? 
MARY DION’T TELL 

ME SHE GOT A 

DELIVERY TODAY. 


HMMM? THIS IS A NEW ONE, 
"UM"... YOU CAN'T GET 
ANYMORE BASIC THAN THAT. 
MIGHT AS WELL 
GIVE IT A TEST RUN, 
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Desert Island Exotica: 


A Brief Guide to the Essential Albums 


by Jonpaul Balak 


One of the most often asked questions when it comes to realizing 
the plans of putting together the ‘perfect’ Tiki space is exactly what 
should be played as it’s soundtrack. After all, the right music can 
make or break the space instantly. There isn’t much worse an expe- 
rience than walking into an otherwise well-designed Tiki environ- 
ment only to have the feeling of escapism go right out the trom- 
pe-l'oeil windows because a bad 70s rock song was blaring. The 
choices are many and somewhat overwhelming--Exotica, Hawai- 
ian, Easy Listening, Space Age Bachelor Pad, Surf, Ambient, World, 


Les Baxter 
Ritual of the Savage 
Capitol LP, 1951 
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This was the one that re- 
ally started it all and opened 
the doors for all to follow. 
Although Raymond Scott 
is sometimes credited with 
being an earlier proponent 
of the genre, it was Baxter 
whose extensive use of per- : 
cussion, tribal rhythms and lilting, swaying melodies Beane a cen- 
tral jazzy ostinato pulse, created the fully-realized template for Ex- 
otica. Coming from a more Hollywood movie soundtrack tradition, 
which itself was drawing a tremendous amount from the Impres- 
sionist composers and 20th C. boundary pushers like Stravinsky, 
Ritual has more of an emphasis on strings and the full orchestra 
than many of the other essentials, which sets it apart even further. 
This is the first appearance of the quintessential tune “Quiet Vil- 
lage,” and a host of other song titles that could easily fit into any 
Disney imagineering of exoticism: “Jungle River Boat, Stone God, 
Jungle Jalopy, Love Dance,” and “The Ritual,” to name but a few. 


Martin Denny 
Exotica 
Liberty Mono LP, 1957 


Denny's first contribution to 
the genre in 1957 took Bax- 
ter’s template, stripped it 
down to its bare essentials 
and added an even more 
blatant exoticism through the 
use of actual non-western 
instruments and more varied 


Jazz--there are many outstanding examples of several genres 
that set the relaxing mood and lilting escapist vibe required. For 
the aficionado, all of these kinds of music must be represented. 
However, if there is a single one that stands out above all others 
as the first and foremost priority, it is Exotica. 


But even within the confines of the Exotica genre, where does 
one begin? What differentiates one old album from another? Of 
all the records at the Goodwill, swap meet or on eBay, which are 
the ones to seek out? It's actually a tough exercise to narrow 
down the best of the best, as there are so many fantastic Exotica 
records consisting of all manner of performing forces, moods and 
themes. Below is a brief inventory of the desert island essentials, 
along with an explanation as to why they rank above and beyond 
all the rest. 


percussion. Lesser performing forces created more of a sense of 
immediacy and intimacy. Extremely important was the advent of 
Augie Colon’s bird calls, which would become an integral part 
of future recordings and a cornerstone of the genre's vital com- 
ponents. Contrary to what Si Waronker may have believed, it is 
generally understood that this was the album that coined the 
genre's title. 


Arthur Lyman 
Taboo 
Hi-Fi LP, 1958 


After playing melodic per- 
cussion with Denny's group 
until the release of Exotica, 
Lyman branched off on 
his own, emphasized the 
use of sound effects, Asian 
motifs, slower and slower 
tempos and incorporating 
Hawaiian melodies. His first release was Leis of Jazz, but Taboo 
is Lyman at his very early best. His interpretations of classics 
like Lecuona’s “Taboo,” the Greek folk tune “Miserlou,” and El- 
lington’s “Caravan” are completely his own and help solidify this 
release on the essentials list. Incidentally, in a classic example of 
Exotica incest, Taboo was arranged by Paul Conrad, who later 
became Gene Rains’s pianist and also released his own Exotica 
milestone (see below). 


Tak Shindo 
Mganga! 
Edison International LP, 1958 


Shindo may have been a prolific film and television composer 
known for his use of Asian instruments and themes, but Mgan- 
ga! is pure Africa, through and through! In fact, it’s included in 
the essentials list primarily because it is the real stand out of 
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all the Africa/Jungle themed 
Exotica albums. Full of fran- 
tic percussion juxtaposed 
with extremely expressive 
dynamics, there is a unique 
dark, other-worldly quality 
created on Mganga! that 
renders it an absolute must. 


Robert Drasnin 
Voodoo 
Tops/Mayfair LP, 1959 


Drasnin’s masterpiece is 
one of the best known be- 
cause of it's re-issues, the 
scarcity and value of origi- 
nal copies, and because of 
its legendary and respected 
status among Exotica con- 
noisseurs. In many ways 
it’s like the little album that 
could. Tops was simply try- 
ing to cash in on the current 
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Frank Hunter and his 
Orchestra 

White Goddess 

Kapp LP, 1959 


OK, this one is a true gem for 
so many reasons, and will prob- 
ably cost as much as one if it's 
found! Hunter was lucky enough 
to achieve some success in his 
career to the point where Kapp 
allowed him carte blanche crea- 
tive freedom to do whatever he desired. White Goddess is that 
stunning result. It's a true sonic journey into the mysterious mind 
of Hunter featuring a somewhat paired down collection of per- 
forming forces highlighting eye-bulgingly high register female 
wailing, spacy ondioline, bursts of flutes, and call and response 
drum passages. 


Eden Ahbez 
Eden’s Island 
LP, 1960 


Probably one of the strangest, 
yet most well-known of the Ex- 
otica essentials, Eden’s Island 


popularity of Denny and Lyman and recruited the freshly MA 
awarded Drasnin to create the project. Of particular interest 
are the frequent yet tasteful use of flutes, ghostly and haunting 
female vocal lines, use of the lower piano register and more 


is yet another voyage into one 
unique soul's mellow dream- 
scapes. A true “hippy” before 
there was such a thing, Ahbez 


use of marimba. 


Milt Raskin 
Kapu (Forbidden) 
Crown LP, 1959 


Another Hollywood _ film 
composer, Raskin cut his 
teeth and moved up in the 
ranks of the big bands-- 
Manone, Krupa, Dorsey, Rey, 
and many others, so orches- 
tration and dynamics were 


actually penned “Nature Boy,” a 

tune that became a number one hit for Nat King Cole, wore robes, 
long hair and beard, slept under the stars and ate healthy foods. 
His is one of the only Exotica albums that features a large number 
of lyric vocal tunes, although these are what set it apart. The vocals 
aren't sung, rather, they are spoken, as a kind of beatnik poetry, 
very much like what he had been doing in coffee houses in the 
Los Angeles area. If allowed to be open-minded enough to truly 
hear the messages on the album, it can become a rather profound 
experience and sweep the listener away. 


The Surfmen 
The Sounds of Exotic Island 
Somerset LP, 1960 


infused his blood. In a geni- 
us marketing move, Crown 
took Raskin’s work from the previously released Exotic Percus- 
sion, which featured a drab black and white cover and repack- 
aged it, complete with spewing volcano and exotic fonts, in an 
effort to capitalize on the Exotica craze. Unique highlights of 
this release include the addition of accordion and organ and 
further hypnotic polyphonic rhythms. 


The Surfmen album presents 
the undisputed “supergroup” 
of Exotica, consisting of an ex- 
tremely special, hand-picked 
brigade of top-notch musicians 
by none other than the genius 
behind 101 Strings, David L. 
Miller. An exceptionally varied 
and hugely produced album, The Sounds of Exotic Island is the 
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perfect combination of classics and new material. The whole album, including stand- 
ards such as “Quiet Village,” “Bali Ha’i,” “Taboo” and “Moon of Manakoora,” among 
AaSY - ; others, breathes a fresh, new, vibrant air with the addition of instruments ranging from 


the out islanders 


rare percussion such as lava stones, to steel guitar to extra use of harp to Chinese gong. 


The Out-Islanders 
Polynesian Fantasy 
Capitol LP, 1961 


Another Exotica “supergroup” of sorts, The Out-Islanders, or ‘The Kon-Tikis’ as they 
originally called themselves, had famous trumpeter Billy May and Saxophonist Charlie 
Barnet at the helm. As the liner notes describe, the Out-Islanders interpretations are 
“sometimes lush, sometimes rhythmically swinging. And at all times...have a discretely 
seasoned exotic flavor.” What sets this one apart is definitely the frequent use of saxo- 
phone, more wordless banshee like female vocals, and a sometimes jovial, upbeat 
more Hawaiian approach, with highlighted steel guitar. The juxtaposition of the Asian 
twang and the howling sax is actually quite comedic at times. This one is sure to put 
a smile on the face. 


Gene Rains Group 
Rains in the Tropics 
Decca LP, 1962 
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The Gene Rains group sadly only released three albums, however they are all must 
haves. In the interest of keeping to one album per artist on the list, the last is included 
here and presents another masterpiece of stripped-down-to-essential forces, virtuosity 
of the highest order, and innovative orchestration ideas involving instruments such as 
the Japanese koto and organ, seashells and chimes. All of the cover tunes, including 
those by heavy hitters Les Baxter, Leo Diamond, and Henry Mancini, among others, are 
given unique A+ interpretations and transport the listener to an entirely other realm of 
paradise. Not to mention, there’s a track simply titled “Tiki!” 


Paul Conrad 
Exotic Paradise 
Mahalo LP, 1963 


Speaking of Gene Rains, Paul Conrad was his former pianist who branched out on his 
own and released a single Exotica masterpiece in 1963 on Mahalo Records. This one 
gets a bit jazzier at times, but still presents just the right blend of Latin rhythms, lilting 
vibes, Asian melodies and hand percussion to make it a classic. Of particular impor- 
tance is the use of guitar as an integral instrument, which adds a refreshing color to 
the orchestration. 


Jonpaul Balak is a photographer, musician, writer, collector and radio DJ that has been 
a staff member of Tiki Magazine since its very beginning in 2005. He can be heard 
playing bass with The Tikiyaki Orchestra and Insect Surfers, his published work can be 
seen in Sippin’ Safari, Jeff “Beachbum” Berry Remixed, Tiki Mugs: Cult Artifacts of Poly- 
nesian Pop, Tiki Road Trip, 2nd ed., his radio show Fiberglass Jungle, which features 
the very best in Surf Instrumentals can be heard on Luxuriamusic.com, and he resides 
in Venice, CA surrounded by books, music and Tiki artifacts. 
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The Shaheen factory in Honolulu. It was so large it had three confirmed addresses. 


Alfred Shaheen: 


A Legacy of Wearable Aloha 


Story by Kari Hendler 
Photos Courtesy of Camille Shaheen and 
The Bishop Museum 


“Once | step onboard, | won't look back”, said the young 
lieutenant to his wife. He kissed her long and with intent. 
One last meaningful look, then he turned and strode up 
the gangplank of his ship, bound for Korea. She stood 
there, very still, watching him disappear into the sea of uni- 
forms. He kept his word and did not look back at her -- be- 
cause, if he had, the sight of his love, with the gardenia in 
her hair, in her ravishing Shaheen dress wrapping around 
her tan legs... well, man overboard. That ship would have 
been short one lieutenant. 


Can clothing really make someone that unforgettable? Yes. 
Mix innovation with vision and art and you get the secret 
formula that created Alfred Shaheen, the man who trans- 
formed aloha-wear into high fashion with international 
desirability. 


It isn’t just Shaheen’s fabrics and clothing that have made 
him memorable in Tiki history. It’s also the when, where 
and how that made his success possible. Against many 
odds, Shaheen was able to build a textile empire in post- 
Pearl Harbor Honolulu. At that time, there wasn’t much 
tourism in the islands, and flights between the Hawaii and 
mainland were infrequent. There also weren't any fabric 
manufacturing plants in Hawaii back then. But Shaheen 
was a visionary, born into a family with textile know-how 
in their blood, going back to his grandfather, who manu- 
factured silk. In the 1930's, for health reasons, Shaheen’s 
family moved from New Jersey to Hawaii, and they brought 
their skill and knowledge of fabrics with them. Alfred 
Shaheen left Oahu to attend college in Whittier, CA, and 
then completed a WWII tour of duty as a pilot. In 1945 he 
rejoined his family in Honolulu, and, shortly after that, set 
up his textile business in a Quonset hut with machinery he 
built himself from junkyard finds. He started everything 
with just that, along with his beautiful and supportive wife, 
Amelia, a few family members pitching in, and four paid 
employees. f 


The United States was reveling in optimism and leisure 
again and wanted symbols of a lifestyle that reflected that. 
Memories of blackouts, rationing and air raid sirens faded 
with trips to Disneyland, a musical called “South Pacific” 
and, of course, those sexy, forbidden Tiki bars that were 
springing up everywhere. Shaheen’s fabrics and cloth- 
ing were a perfect’ embodiment of this era, and, like the 
Tiki bars, created happy illusions from overseas wartime 
memories. In Shaheen’s exotic designs, women looked 
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Shaheen employees wearing their company-made bowling league shirts. (The company also had a baseball team.) 
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Proof that Shaheen and Tiki go hand in hand. 
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like colorful collections of ultra-feminine joy as they 
greeted their returning war heroes. When men wore 
his aloha shirts, they felt as if they were on a stylish, 
permanent, tropical vacation. The kitsch factor of alo- 
ha wear was obliterated by Shaheen’s artistic prints 
and couture cuts. His designs became so in demand, 
the company rapidly outgrew the Quonset hut, and a 
huge factory was built with modern equipment, creat- 
ing jobs for hundreds more Hawaiian islanders. This 
new space gave Shaheen the ability to expand his 
work with print design and dye development. Working 
with his textile chemist, Shaheen created his own cus- 
tom library of one thousand fabric inks, including the 
invention of metallic inks for wash and wear, which 
glamorized his fabrics even further. He became a mar- 
keting genius by using live models to display his cloth- 
ing, licensing his prints internationally and coining the 
phrase “East Meets West” to describe the Shaheen 
style. He opened a series of namesake boutiques in 
Hawaii, while, on the mainland, big-name department 
stores had entire areas inside their shops devoted to 
his clothing. 


Besides good timing and business sense, what also 
made Shaheen so successful were his bold textile de- 
signs. Rebelling against the typical flower and tour- 
ist prints put out by his competitors, Shaheen and his 
team were inspired by exotica and modernism im- 
agery, as well as elements from different Pacific Rim 
cultures. Even before they were transformed into 
clothing, Shaheen prints, on their own, were works 
of art. His creative departments would brainstorm 
together to decide what mood or theme would best 
represent the five lines the company would produce 
that year. There were always variations on the aloha 
shirt for men, while Shaheen offered women choices 
that included fitted, Hawaiian party dresses, swingy 
sundresses and exotic sarong styles with enhancing 
bodice construction -- appreciated by both women 
and men. 


Although we are most familiar with Shaheen’s fa- 
mous aloha wear, his company produced much more 
than that. Wanting to keep his employees working 
full-time, he branched out in the mid-50s with his “Af- 
ter Five” silk line, accented with semi-precious stone 
buttons. In the 60’s, Shaheen embraced. the flower 
power generation, with hand-silkscreened voile outfits 
in pastels. Mod polyester numbers appeared in the 
1970's, including his signature panel prints. Vintage 
clothes collectors should not be surprised when they 
find a Shaheen label on a piece of clothing that has an 
elaborate Egyptian or Indian print. With a manufac- 
turing history spanning forty years, Alfred Shaheen’s 
designs included fusions of many cultures, as well a 


Shaheen’s most famous 50s model, Beverly Noa, stopping traffic on Kalakaua Ave in Waikiki in 1959. (DeSoto Brown) 


One of. Shaheen’s most beloved designs that emphasized his “East 
Meets West” style. 


Shaheen’s invention of metallic fabric inks enabled 
46) him to add even more glamor to his designs. 
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The most recent Shaheen exhibit at the Bishop Museum in Honolulu was so popular it was given an extended run. (Bishop Museum) 


reflection of the mood of each decade, ending when Shaheen retired and closed his 
factory in 1988. 


Shaheen fans are legion, and collectors now pay hundreds of dollars (sometimes thou- 
sands) to own notable pieces by him. The biggest enthusiast is Shaheen’s daughter, 
Camille Shaheen-Tunberg, who, as a teenager, worked in her father’s Hawaiian bou- 
tiques. It is Camille who is responsible for the continuation of Alfred Shaheen’s legacy. 
“My father didn’t keep samples of his clothing. He wasn’t a collector and even after he 
closed his business he didn’t understand the impact of his what he had done.” Camille 
was inspired to start collecting her father's creations after her husband gave her a book 
on aloha shirts. “There were so many Shaheen shirts in there! Because | grew up in the 
business, | remembered the prints. But, as | collected, | discovered there were Shaheens 
with many different labels, and | didn’t understand why.’ She would bring each piece she 
acquired to her retired father, who explained how the different labels represented differ- 
ent time frames of his work. Collectors will come. across labels with the words “Alfred 
Shaheen”, “Shaheen’s of Honolulu”, “Surf and Sand", Kiilani”, “Burma Gold Hand Prints”, 
as well as a few others. And then there are also the double labels, which are found on 
pieces that he manufactured for other retailers, including Speedo, Liberty House, Mcin- 
erney, and Waltah Clarke. 


As of this article, Camille Shaheen’s collection consists of over one thousand stunning 
pieces. Finding those pieces in good, unaltered condition is not always easy, but, be- 
cause of her passion, her work has resulted in five Shaheen museum shows since 2009, 
including the largest and most recent one, that took place in the Bishop Museum in 
Oahu from November 2012 until this past February. “It’s wonderful to not only have 
museums show my father’s work, but to finally take Hawaiian textiles seriously”, says 
Camille. 


These days, when you see a particularly beautifal bolt of Hawaiian fabric or new aloha 
wear it's often a knocked-off, reproduced Shaheen. “Shaheen’s designs have become so 
much a part of Hawaii and so recognizable that no one ever thinks, ‘How did that print 
originate?’ And if they do trace it back, more than likely it originated from Shaheen”, says 
Camille. Currently, authentic Shaheen prints can be found in specialty fabric stores, and 


A wall of Shaheen aloha shirts provides the perfect background at the recent Bishop Museum exhibit. (Bishop Museum) 


a few companies have permission to use them on various items 
like upholstery fabrics, rugs and lampshades. But the only clothing 
company that is licensed to use Shaheen prints is Reyn Spooner, 
due to a long and respected Shaheen-Spooner friendship that 
Camille maintains to this day. Reyn Spooner is a fifty-seven year- 
old Hawaii-based company that employs a lot of local people, as 
Shaheen did, which benefits the Hawaiian economy. 


Besides the achievement of preservation and archiving, Camille’s 
collecting had an added blessing: “It brought my father and me 
closer together during the last ten years of his life”, says Camille. 
“| would take everything | found to him. He never really talked 
about himself before. | kept questioning: ‘When did you do this 
one, what inspired that one?’ It has been an emotional journey for 
me, more than just finding pieces of his clothing here and there. 
They're sentimental to me. And they were very sentimental to 
him. Not at first! He would say, ‘Why are you collecting that stuff?’ 
But, after a while, after | kept bringing his pieces to him, he would 
hold one of his dresses, like a long-lost friend, and it was wonder- 
ful for him. He would say, ‘Honey, | was just doing my job’, and he 
didn’t understand what a huge impact he made on Hawaiian his- 
tory and culture, not to mention how successfully it was embraced 
by the rest of the world.” 


Toward the end of his life, Alfred Shaheen received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the State of Hawaii. “We flew back to 


Oahu for the ceremony, and I'm telling you, the Shaheen fashion 
show brought down the house”, says Camille. “People were stand- 
ing on their chairs clapping.” Alfred Shaheen was also named one 
of the one hundred and fifty most important influences in the history 
of Hawaii. “I still don’t think he really understood, because he was 
always a forward thinker, he was a visionary, so he wasn’t the type 
of person to look back at what he had accomplished, he was always 
looking forward at what was TO BE accomplished.” 


To learn even more about the creativity and genius of Alfred Shaheen, 
please visit www.alfredshaheen.com, and if you own any Shaheen 
clothing, wear them proudly and often. 


Kari Hendler would like to thank Phillip Roberts for his assistance 
with this article, and a very special mahalo to Camille Shaheen- 
Tunberg for so many images, as well as a splendid conversation. 
As for the young lieutenant in the first paragraph — that was a true 
story. And he did return safely from Korea to his beautiful wife, 
and eventually they had a couple of cute children - one of whom 
is this writer. 


11/2 oz. Cruzan Aged Dark rum (gold rum) 
1 oz. Cruzan Aged Light rum (silver rum) 
1 0z. Rhum Clement Creole Shrubb 
1/2 oz. Pimento Dram 
1/2 oz. Orgeat 
1 oz. Fresh Orange Juice 
11/2 oz. Fresh Lemon Juice 


Shake with ide and serve with mint 
sprig and cherry 
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By Marie King, Tonga Hut, North Hollywood, CA 
Photography by Jonpaul Balak 


Named after and inspired by the desert home of Tonga Hut co-owner 
Amy Boylan, (see Totally Tikified Issue 17) Marie’s Bermuda Dunes is 
a refreshing delight bursting with accents of allspice, the sweetness 
of fresh orange juice and the bite of lemon. Literally invented using 
the fresh oranges from backyard citrus trees, the cocktail is a crisp, 
welcome treat on a warm spring evening. 


Marie King is the manager and mixologist at Los Angeles’s oldest Tiki 
bar still in operation, the Tonga Hut. Her creations have been featured 
in The LA Times, Destination Cocktails, at the Nightclub & Bar Conven- 
tion & Trade Show, and in The District. When not inventing delicious 
new libations, she can be found hunting for treasure at swap meets, 
flea markets and estate sales and flexing her green thumb. 
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Bill ““WDTiki’ Collins 


By Jonpaul Balak 
Photos courtesy Bill Collins 


There are several factors that seem to create a consistent, 
unifying philosophy among those creatives that have. found 
the inspiration, determination, drive and persistence to turn 
a piece of wood into a unique figural sculpture. Among many 
others, these include some cliches-- “Necessity is the moth- 
er of invention,” “KISS: Keep It Simple Stupid,” -“If you want 
something done, do it yourself,” and of course, be happy that 
your folks brought you to or at least, something back: from, 
that weird, fantastical Polynesian restaurant when you were a 
kid! One ‘such carver that falls into this pattern is Bill “4WDTiki” 
Collins, a former Southern California resident turned “livin! the 
dream” island of Kauai resident. 


Although’he admits it’s not for everyone, Bill does tell people 
that the move was the best thing he ever did. He explains, “I 
feel that.I've come home, making’a full circle from rural Mass. 
to rural Kauai. Surprisingly, it's so similar to me.’ Hakuna Ma- 
tata. Most importantly, however, is the way his island environ- 
ment influences his work. He definitely thinks his carving has 
gotten better and now feels “obligated to step it up!” 


One of the ways that he’s able to do just that is by utilizing 
a special outdoor island workspace. He exclaims, “I love my 
workspace! There’s a crude old shed out behind our house 
made of only 2x4s and recycled rusty corrugated tin sheets. It’s 
maybe 10x10’, with a dirt floor and vines and grasses creeping 
in. The open side faces woodsy jungle. It’s perfect!” Talk about 
livin’ the dream! There are no doubt many, many carvers out 
there who have dreamt of such a situation. It just goes to show 
that anything is possible if the desire is strong enough. 


But how did this all come about? Well, for Bill, it all began back 
East. He explains, “I grew up in the small rural town of Wil- 
liamsburg, Massachusetts. It was maybe an hours drive from 
The Hukilau in Chicopee, where by parents would sometimes 
go for a night out without kids and bring home the logo’d 
drink glasses that we would then use at breakfast for orange 
juice.” Aha! There’s that early, possibly sub-conscious influence 
factor! Years later, when he was. living in Carlsbad, CA, some- 
thing happened that changed everything. “My neighbor put 
an enormous rootball Tiki head in his front yard,” Bill says. He 
continues, “It was probably 12-15 feet tall and jut a head. It 
was so dramatic! Right then, | NEEDED a Tiki in MY yard too, so 
not being able to buy one,.| had to try creating my own.” And 
there's the necessity factor. 
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His carving journey began completely on his own. He didn’t have a 
mentor or instructor, just the gumption to do it. “In the beginning 
of my carving years,” Bill says, “| had to figure it all out on my own, 
through trial and error and limited by what tools | had.” He explains, 
“For several years it was just a chainsaw. Then | bought ONE chisel!” 
The very first Tiki he ever worked on in 2000 was from a*donated 
palm log. “At the time,” he says, “I thought it was beyond great. Later 
on, | realized it was just embarrassing!” Eventually, Bill did find‘some 
help. “A couple years later, | found a great group of other SoCal carvers 
who had ‘chops’ once a month where people shared ideas, tools and 
techniques.” He says, “I learned a lot and my skills took a huge leap! 
It was then that | bought by first real carving chisels.” And he kept at 
it for over ten years, always keeping in mind where he came from, 
eventually developing what many have come to recognize as his own 
unique style. 


“Vm not sure | can describe my style, or even want to,” he says. “It’s 
just what | do--it's what comes out. Several years back, people started 
telling me that they liked my style and could recognize it, but I'm still 
not sure what they saw that set my stuff apart.’ However, Bill does 
catch himself and recognize one particular very strong influence. He 
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proclaims, “| LOVE traditional Marquesan Tikis! Maybe 
you can tell?! They are so out there--very alien look- 
ing. They just grab me like no other style does.’ In 
addition to this influence, Bill also mentions that his 
very favorite carver of all time is the legendary Leroy 
Schmaltz of Whittier's Oceanic Arts. Bill says, “he was 
there in the beginning of the modern period, and is 
STILL carving!” Thinking of other impacts on his work, 
he says “I'm influenced by all the artists in the Tiki 
world, especially Ken Ruzic:and Dawn Frasier. Both 
are tops in my book!” 


Bill’s Tiki philosophies are traditional and classic, to 
say the least, which is somewhat refreshing in the un- 
educated “Party City” Tiki period we're dealing with 
right now. He maintains, “To me, Tiki as a style repre- 
sents escape to a somewhat mythical time and place. 
As an object, Tiki represents all men and the Gods 
they created.” His advice to others echoes these senti- 
ments. “I tell people to look beyond. the Tiki that is. 
being created today and go back to the original stuff, 
wherever it can be found--museums, books, etc.” 


When it actually comes time to carve, Bill first. has 
to obtain the wood, which can be difficult, but has 
become easier since the big move. He shares, “Find- 
ing wood to carve has always been a task. When | 
lived in SoCal, .1 would contact tree companies to 
see if they would give me suitable material. It would 
often times be feast of famine.’ He continues, “Here 
on Kauai, there’s a large green waste dump where 
the commercial three guys drop. Also, | started us- 
ing driftwood, of which there is an unlimited amount! 
Some beaches have mountains of it--from tiny pieces 
to whole trees!” 


And once the wood is obtained, it’s time for the pro- 
cess to begin. “After prepping a log by removing the 
bark,” Bill says, “I'll stand it up.and observe it from 
all sides, trying to “see” the Tiki it wants to become. 
Then, I'll sketch out some very basic lines, and go at 
it with the chainsaw first, cutting into the lines and 
removing larger chunks. Next, I'll switch to a mallet 
and 2" flat chisel to further shape and define the Tiki. 
Then it’s time for a rough smooth and shape with an 
electric sander, followed by adding the detail with 
smaller chisels.” He concludes, “after some staining, 
it's done!” 


For those considering making an attempt at their 
first carving, Bill suggests, “K.1.S.S.! Keep it simple! So 


many first time carvers draw out an intricate design on a small piece 
of wood that’s way beyond the scope of the best carvers.’ He says, 
“Just go for two eyes, a nose and a mouth! Work your way up to more 
than that. Let the carving evolve as you carve, even if it’s not what you 
originally drew.” 


And after completing a dozen or more 8’ or larger Tikis, including a 
14’ rootball palm, what does the future hold for Bill? Well, aside from 
heading to the soon-to-open Tiki Iniki, he would someday love to 
make it to The Marquesas and Tahiti. Also, he says that his “dream pro- 
ject would be to carve the signature logo Tiki for a bar/restaurant--one 
that’s outside in front and 20-30 ft. tall!” Considering Bill's sustaining 
philosophies, strong determination, vision and inspirational environ- 
ment, there’s no doubt that we'll all be marveling at that mammoth 
carving some day! 


—Matc ook Mani Photography by Jonpaul Balak 
Matchbooks Courtesy Balak/King Collection 
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Lauhala Mattings BS, 
Nautical Decor a 
Carved Tikis 
Hawaii Art 


Palm Leaf Thatching ; j 


12414 Whittier Blvd. 
on. Whittier, Ca, 90602 
Tel: 562-698-6960 

Fax: 562-945-0868 


WWW.OCGEANICARTS.NET - EMAIL: OCEANICARTS@EARTHLINK.NET 
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be a bit of an 
over-garnisher! 


By Mark Gillespie 
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Custom Carvings 
Mailbox Tikis 


Blank Palm Trunks ( by the piece, pallet, or tractor trailer) 


palmtreecharlie@tikis4u.com 
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Nicolas Pacielo 
Barcelona, Spain 
Photography by Ivan Castro 
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THAT OTHER CRUSOE ; 
ever Hair lS | By Ron Ferrell 


Like many Polynesian Restaurants, the Drive-In Theater has all but disap- 
peared from America’s landscape. Some of us remember the evenings as 
children when going to the movies was second only to going to a theme park. 
A few bucks for a carload of movie fans usually started with a cartoon, com- 
ing attractions, the main feature, intermission, more coming attractions and a 
second feature. The following is a sample of what may have been playing on 
an outdoor screen near you.... 


This movie stars Dick Van Dyke as the title character who has to ditch his 
crippled jet in the South Seas and ride the ocean currents in his survival raft 
1 H td Oh USN. & until he washes ashore on an apparently deserted tropical island. He builds a 

2 ete ended bamboo hut and soon stumbles across a wrecked Japanese WWII submarine, 
ickVAN DYKE wancvK WAN .coTAMIROFF which he scavenges for supplies. Crusoe later finds pe space chimp 
parcel Nand he, ta that becomes his friend and drinking buddy. Things get interesting when he 
discovers a native girl, played by the beautiful Nancy Kwan, as he crawls out 
of what he believes to be a cave, which turns out to be the mouth of a stone 
Tiki called Kaboona. 


_ WALT DISNEY... 


The girl, whom Crusoe names Wednesday, had been sent to the island by 
her Father, the native chief played by Akim Tamiroff (Oceans 11, The Jungle 
Princess) for not marrying the man he chose for her. Canoes full of native 
girls arrive and turn out to be relatives of Wednesday. Crusoe arms the idol 
with explosives and items from the submarine waiting for the chief and his 
headhunters to arrive. He tries to scare them off using his amplified voice 
through the Tiki but things go awry when the explosives go off. The chief is 
disappointed to find that Crusoe does not want to marry his daughter and 
that leads to an ending that could have been a little more fun. 


Copyright Disney Studios 


Copyright Disney Studios Copyright Disney Studios 


PDS — 


While not up to par with other Disney features, it is a fun, family- 
friendly major studio motion picture comedy scripted by Retlaw 
Yensid (read that backwards) that features a lush South Seas Is- 
land (Kauai), a stone Tiki idol, outrigger canoes, and beautiful 
natives. Available on DVD from Disney Studios. 


| SAILED TO TAHITI WITH AN ALL GIRL CREW-1968 


With a title like that, there doesn’t appear to be much left to de- 
scribe except the six degrees of separation from our other film. 
Scripted by veteran television writers Richard Bare (Adventures In 
Paradise, The Islanders, Disney's Wonderful World Of Color) and 
George O'Hanlon who also worked on the Disney TV show. The 
film has a cool soundtrack with bongos and a lounge vibe. Star- 
ring Gardner McKay (Adventures in Paradise) as Terry O'Brien, 
who bets his sailing rival Generous Josh (Fred Clark) that he can 
beat him in a race from Newport Beach to Tahiti using an all girl 
Crew. 


Terry rounds up a group of attractive novice sailors including 
one girl who is accused of murder. A young local female sailor 
named Jimsie is turned away by Terry but stows away. Generous 
Josh stacks the deck by using experienced sailors (Duke Kahan- 
amoku’s Surfing Champions) and bribing one of Terry's crew to 
sabotage his boat. They stop in Hawaii at a tropical bar full of 
Tikis where Terry orders Mai Tai’s. Look at the shelves behind 
the bar to see all the cool Tiki mugs and bowls. One of his crew 
decides to stay to dance with the Hawaiian band and is officially 
replaced by Jimsie. 


The race continues to Tahiti, which looks more like Kauai and 
Maui. The sailboats are racing neck and neck until the photo fin- 
ish shows that Josh has won. While gloating in yet another bar 
full of Tikis, Josh is exposed for the cheater he is and loses the 
race. The final scene is in the lobby of the long gone Waikikian 
hotel and you can barely see Leeteg’s Tahitian Chief black velvet 
painting behind the counter. 


This low budget movie seems like an excuse for a trip to the Trop- 
ics with a tax write-off but who cares? This film will still look good 
on your TV and has some great scenery, Tikis and vintage tropical 
bars. It features a lot of TV actors like Richard Denning (Hawaii 
Five-O, Thunder Over Hawaii), Diane McBain (Hawaii Five-O, Ha- 
waiian Eye, Surfside 6), Doug Mossman , Zulu (both on Hawaii 
Five-O) and Bebe Louie (Lt. Robin Crusoe). 


Produced by National Telefilm Associates this movie is not 
Officially available on DVD. 


Coming Attractions: Miss Robin Crusoe, Voodoo Island, Oomoo 
Oomoo The Shark God, The Idol, The Seekers, Lord Jim, 
Cobra Woman, plus many more..... \ 
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Where is Jour Tiki Magazine? 
tte = EB 


Do you read your 
TIKI Magazine in 
interesting places? 


If so, email your picture to infoeTikiMagazine.com 
and you might be in our next issue. 
“Note; Please make sure submitted images are at least 3” x 5” @ 300dpi. 


Sean “Iron Tiki” Jenkins, Belfast, treland. 
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Craig Coryell, Lahaina, Maui, Hl. 


After swimming the English Channel, while wearing his Tiki Magazine tattoo, 
Dave Smith enjoys his magazine. 


Raquel Ream, Alaska’s North Slope. 
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Treg and Emily Derry at the City of Refuge on the Big Island of Hawaii. 


Brandon Queen on Nuku Hiva, Marquesas. 


Greg Deviin in Tiki Island, TX. 


Rod Melloy at LuWOW in Melbourne, Australia. Karen Leveque with a replica Tiki in the Marquesas. 


THE WORLD’S MOST AUTHENTIC TIKI EVENT — 


JUNE 6-9, 2013 


A TIKI KILIK! PRODUCTION 


* LIVE MUSIC: IXTAHUELE - EXOTICA FROM SWEDEN 
DING DONG DEVILS (CA) | THE HULA GIRLS (CA) | THE INTOXICATORS! (FL) 


te 


JEFF BEACHBUM BERRY PRESENTS “THE WILD WEST INDIES” 
EXOTIC SYMPOSIUMS FEATURING. PAUL ROE, TIKI TOM D, AND GARY MOSS 


RUM TASTINGS ALL WEEKEND | LIVE BEACHSIDE TIKI CARVING 
MARINA THE FIRE EATING MERMAID SWIMS IN THE WRECK BAR! 


A CELEBRATION AT THE HISTORIC MAI-KAI 


BON VOYAGE: SAILING THE SOUTH SEAS BENEFIT ART SHOW 


, Ja ~~ - VINTAGE & TIKI VENDORS IN THE TIKI TREASURES BAZAAR 
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ve ) JANETTE VALENTINE PIN-UP PACKAGES FOR HER/HIM 
Get ready for an Exotic journey you'll never forget...make s : . 
your plans for The Hukilau, a 4-day annual Tiki festival in SPECIAL SCREENING OF “PLASTIC PARADISE” AT THE MAI-KAI 
America’s Vacationland! Join us for a midcentury Polynesian abe wich: much moce! 


pop weekend aboard the historic Yankee Clipper Hotel 
(circa 19.56) located on beautiful Ft. Lauderdale Beach. 


Book Your Voyage Moa! 


@THEHUKILAU.COM 


800.357.3360 


World’s Largest Tiki Mug Manufacturer 


tikifarm.com 


Ae I a ee 


